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General Chairs’ Welcome 
 

Welcome to ICTIR 2018, the 8th International Conference on the Theory of Information 

Retrieval and the 4th conference with that name to be fully sponsored by the ACM Special Interest 
Group on Information Retrieval (SIGIR). 

We thank everyone who helped us organize the conference: Long paper chairs Peter Bruza and 
Massimo Melucci, short paper chairs Fabrizio Sebastiani and Grace Hui Yang, workshop chair 
Emanuele Di Buccio, tutorial chair Haiming Liu, sponsorship/industry track chairs Zhicheng Dou 
and Udo Kruschwitz, publicity chairs Jiafeng Guo and Ingo Frommholz, local organization chairs 
Peng Zhang, Bo Wang and Yuexian Hou,  proceedings chairs Sagar Uprety and Qiuchi Li, 
webmaster Cheng Zhang, and the members of the program committee who worked hard to review 
papers in a short time-frame and provide feedback for authors. 

We also thank our sponsors and supporters: ACM SIGIR, Sougou, Tianjin University, Chinese 
Information Processing Society of China, Microsoft Research Asia and British Computer Society’s 
Information Retrieval Specialists Group. 

Finally, we thank the authors for providing superb technical content, the workshop organizers, the 
tutorial lecturers and our keynote speakers Ming Zhou and Yiming Yang. 

We look forward to welcoming you in Tianjin, China, and hope you enjoy your stay. 

 
  Dawei Song, Tie-Yan Liu & Le Sun 

ICTIR’18 General Chairs 
Beijing Institute of Technology and The Open University,  
Microsoft Research Asia & Chinese Information Processing  
Society of China 

   
 



Programme Chairs’ Welcome 
 

ACM SIGIR ICTIR2018 conference provides a forum for the presentation and discussion of 
research related to the fundamental aspects of Information Retrieval (IR), including human 
search processes, search and recommendation, learning and optimization, language and 
representations, sensory information, artificial intelligence, ethics and responsibility in 
information retrieval. 

The call for papers attracted submissions from all over the world. The program committee 
reviewed 70 submissions – 47 long and papers and 23 short papers. Of these 19 long papers 
and 16 short papers were accepted for presentation at the conference. We also accepted two 
tutorial proposals and a workshop proposal. We sincerely hope that these papers, tutorials 
and workshop will help lay down and promote foundational ideas in information retrieval 
research. 

We hope that you will find this program interesting and thought-provoking and that the 
symposium will provide you with a valuable opportunity to share ideas with other 
researchers and practitioners from institutions around the world. 

Peter Bruza & Massimo Melucci 
ICTIR’18 Program Chairs (Long Papers) 
Queensland University of Technology  
& University of Padua 

Fabrizio Sebastiani & Grace Hui Yang 
ICTIR’18 Program Chairs (Short Papers) 
Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche  
& Georgetown University 
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