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The Third ACM Symposium on Computing for Development (DEV), held on January 11-

12, 2013, at Hotel Chancery Pavilion in Bangalore, India was co-located with 

COMSNETS, the 5th International Conference on Communication Systems and 

Networks. 

In its third edition, the DEV conference aspires to become the premier venue for 

disseminating novel research at the overlap of technology and global development.  In 

particular, it focuses on highlighting research results in emerging contexts where 

conventional computing solutions are often inappropriate due to various contextual 

factors - including, but not limited to, cost, language, literacy, and the availability of 

power and bandwidth. Focusing on innovative technical solutions to these unique 

application, infrastructure and user challenges, the DEV conference fosters exchange 

between computer scientists, engineers, and other scholars and practitioners 

interested in the use of information and communication technologies (ICTs) for 

development. 

This year’s conference featured 15 full papers and 38 poster presentations, which 

were selected from a pool of 70 submissions.  Each paper underwent a rigorous review 

process, each receiving at least 4 reviews from leading researchers in the field.  The 

accepted papers span diverse fields such as mobile data collection, text messaging, 

IVR systems, medical devices, and sensing, all with usage models and/or applications 

inspired by problems and issues encountered in the developing world.  The program 

also included keynote presentations by leading practitioners who work in the space of 

global development:  Tarun Vij (Country Program Leader for PATH India) and Brij 

Kothari (Inventor of Same Language Subtitling and Professor at IIM Ahmedabad India).  

In a new addition, it also featured poster presentations by over 30 local organizations 

who do work in technology and development in the Indian context.  
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