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LAK 2013 Chairs’ Welcome 
 

Welcome to the third edition of the Learning Analytics and Knowledge conference. This year, the 
medieval and, at the same time, modern city of Leuven, Belgium is the venue where researchers 
and practitioners of this exciting field come together to discuss current status and future trends.  
Similar to Leuven, Learning Analytics is an old and new field at the same time.  Old, because it 
deals with a problem that exists since Plato’s times: how to improve the way students learn.  
New, because the tools used to achieve this goal, like Big Data and natural language processing, 
were not feasible merely 10 years ago.  Leuven is also the home of beautiful centuries old 
buildings filled with young, smart and active students.  In Learning Analytics, we can also find 
established researchers in the fields of Educational Research and Technology-Enhanced 
Learning, collaborating with a large contingent of new and promising researchers that could be 
called Learning Data Scientists. 
 
As organizers of this year’s conference, we had the tough job, together with the other chairs, to 
improve over what was an already very successful event in 2012.  This year, we received almost 
double the number of submissions, signaling a growing interest in the field.  One hundred twenty 
six high quality contributions made it hard for the Program Chairs and Workshop and Tutorial 
Chairs to select the 16 full papers, 24 short papers, 11 posters, 5 workshops, 3 tutorials and 3 
panels that constitute the program of LAK-13.  The acceptance rate for full papers has decreased 
to 28% from 39% last year, assuring that the talks that we will hear this year should be even 
better than the ones we attended in Vancouver.  This year is also the first time that submissions 
were received from authors from all 5 continents.  While there is still a predominance of North 
American and European researchers in LAK-13, the voices and viewpoints from other parts of the 
world are making their entrance in the field.   
 
To taste the diversity of the current status of Learning Analytics research, you only need to scan 
these proceedings.  The topics identified by the Program Chairs in the papers go from theoretical 
discussion of what is the role of Learning Analytics in the current scientific scene to quite 
technical discussions on how to apply social network analysis or discourse analytics to measure 
the progress of students.  Whether you are a seasoned researcher or a practitioner who wants to 
introduce Learning Analytics in your institution, you will find great ideas in the following pages. 
 
We hope that LAK-13 will be a place for you to meet old and new colleagues, to get up-to-date 
with new trends and techniques to address known and new problems and to (re)discover a field 
where innovation is firmly rooted in time-proven foundations, just like Leuven. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Erik Duval 
University of Leuven, Belgium 

General Chair 

Xavier Ochoa 
Escuela Superior Politécnica del Litoral, Ecuador 

General Chair 
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