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Preface 

 
IDEAS’09 is the fourteenth meeting of a series of annual meetings bringing together academics and 
practitioners in the area of database engineering. The previous editions of IDEAS were held in Asia, 
Europe and North America.  
 
IDEAS aims to address the needs of the academic community in database engineering. The convening of 
academics, government and industry professionals facilitates the discussion of recent progress and 
challenges in data mining, databases, information retrieval, applications of the Web in commerce and 
governance as well as database engineering. IDEAS also serves as a platform for theoreticians and 
practitioners to exchange their original research ideas on academic or application aspects of database 
engineering and their application in real systems; share their experiences on integrating new technologies 
into products and applications; discuss their work to real-life situations; describe their development and 
operations of challenging computing related systems; and identify unsolved challenges. 
 
The IDEAS Program Committee consists of academics and professionals from different parts of the world. 
This committee has done an excellent job in finishing the single-blind review and on-line double-blind 
debate processes in record time. For example, on average, about 88% of reviews were submitted by the due 
date and about 3.5 reviews were received for each paper. Second, we have attracted many high-quality 
papers submitted by authors globally. The paper selection process was thorough and competitive. On 
average, each paper was refereed by at least three reviewers, and 24.3% of submissions were accepted as 
full research papers. For IDEAS’09, the program chairs have designed a rich program that spans over three 
days. 
 
I am  grateful to a number of people without whom we would not have been able to put the program 
together. These include our program co:chairs Domenico Saccà and Sergio  Greco, and  the program 
committee which has done an excellent job. I would also like to thank the many external reviewers who 
have helped ``in the background,'' and who made sure that we could stick with our schedule. I am grateful 
to the high number of authors who have considered IDEAS as the target for their work.  Even though we 
could not accommodate every submission, we hope that the extensive reviews can be of help to people.  
 
Many thanks also go to the hard work of Alfredo Cuzzocrea and Sergio Flesca for making the local 
arrangements. I am also grateful to Bernard Rous and Craig Rodkin of ACM and to ACM and BytePress 
for publishing these proceedings.  Last, not least, I am indebted to the staff of Concordia University, 
Università della Calabria and ICAR-CNR for making this event a reality. 
 

Bipin C. Desai 
General Chair  
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