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Preface 
 

IDEAS-08 is the twelfth meeting in a series of symposia and workshops to address issues on the 
engineering and application of databases. The series was inaugurated in 1997 and has been held annually 
ever since, in North America, Europe, and Asia. Following the IDEAS tradition, these proceedings include 
quality papers presenting original ideas and new findings on applied technological and theoretical aspects 
of information technology. The Program Committee and the referees have ensured this quality for the 
papers through careful refereeing of the submitted papers.  Each paper was reviewed by at least three 
external referees who acquired consensus through extensive discussions whenever necessary. The program 
reflects a high quality as indicated by the less than 35 % acceptance rate and consists of full and short 
papers. All submissions have gone through a full review process and the average review per paper was over 
3.7.  The overall acceptance rate of IDEAS in its pre-teen years is reported at length in a companion report 
in these proceedings. 

 I am grateful to a number of people without whom we would not have been able to put the program 
together. These include our international program committee, which has done an excellent job; whose 
commitment to IDEAS is reflected by a nearly perfect return rate that provided an excellent foundation 
upon which to make acceptance decisions. We would also like to thank the many external reviewers who 
have helped ``in the background,'' and who made sure that we met our schedule despite a very short 
turnaround between the last IDEAS and this one. We are grateful to the large number of authors who have 
considered IDEAS as the target for their work, and although we could not accommodate every submission, 
we hope that the reviewers’ comments will be of some value.  

 I wish to express my gratitude to everyone for their help in organizing this event. I wish to also express my 
thanks to the sponsors: BytePress, Concordia University, and ISEC. The local organizing committee has 
worked hard to arrange the meeting in Coimbra, on short notice; my special thanks to Jorge Bernardino, my 
coeditor and local organizing chair.  

 
I would like to acknowledge the support of Deborah Cotton Bernard Rous and Craig Rodkin of ACM and 
to BytePress for publishing these proceedings.   
 

Bipin C. Desai 
General Chair, IDEAS 
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